
Involuntary Treatment Law 
Person as a result of mental disorder appears to be dangerous 

 to self, others, or gravely disabled. 

 
 
 

 
(Sources: California Mental Health Services Act. Division 5 of the Welfare & Institutions Code, 
Chapter 2. Sections 515—5331, Chapter 3, Sections 5350-5371.) 

5150 
(Police, Mental Health Professionals) 

 
 

Court Ordered Evaluation 
(COE anyone may file petition) 

 

� 
Up to 72 hours hold 
For evaluating 

 

� 
 �  

A mentally disordered person, dangerous to self & others, or gravely disabled is deemed to need,  
up 14 days additional intensive treatment 

 
Certification Review Hearing 
Within 7 days of detention (right to 
hearing via Writ continues after 
Certification Review Hearing) 

Automatic 

 
And/or 

� 

Right to Writ of habeas Corpus 
 and Hearing 

 
 

Has to be requested 

� 
Probable not found, patient is released 

Hospitalization for up to 14 
days if probable cause is found 

� 
Released if not requested 

    �     

 
Person as a result  of  mental d isorder cont inues to be: 

����       �    � 
(Post Certification) Gravely disabled (Re-certification) 

� � � 
Danger to others 

� 

Petition for conservatorship via 
county counsel  

(Additional 3 days grace period) 

Danger 

� 

Petition for up to 180 days 
Post Certification 

� Second 14 days Certification 
(if still suicidal) 

� 30 Days Temporary 
Conservatorship 

� 

Right to Court or Jury Trial for release � Right to Writ for release 

� 
Up to 180 days Hospitalization 

 

Conservatorship Hearing, or 
Jury Trial for discontinuation of 

Conservatorship 
� 

Hospitalization for 14 days 

 

� � � 
Additional 180 days  
(if still a danger) etc. 

Conservatorship for one year 
Right to hearing anytime 
regarding placement 

Must release 
(Unless remain voluntarily) 

 �  

 Right to re-hearing at any time 
(and every 6 months thereafter) 

for discontinuation 

 

 �  

 Re-application for 
conservatorship (etc.) 

 

 


